be b0ught or sold but only received—
whether the recipient wants it or not.”
In an interview. in Artforum Bourdon
‘asked Johnson whether he considers his
.mallmgs a do-it-yourself art form. John-
son replied: “The contents is the con-
«" tents;, .the stamp are the stamp; the ad-
fdress are the address. It is very clear.
Your question ‘Is this an art form’ is
-the art form.”
. /Here.is a sampling of some of the
-+ . communications I received over the last
_ fgw‘weeks from Ray Johnson and mem-
elopes. i bers of the Nycs:
a:matter of fact thls was not the [0 An envelope from Benson, Nags
ime I'had been'on Johnson s mail- Head, North Carolina, containing . a
ing list, for back in the fifties: I had in-* stub from a Roslyn, Long Island, movie
terviewed him in his stark: ‘white studio theatre taped to a bill from Tender
on:slummy: Suﬁ’olk Street.on the Lower Buttons, 143 East 62nd Street, New
East Side,'A day or two later I received York, rubber-stamped RAY JOHNSON.
from Johnson a small envelope contain- [0 A bulging, psychedelically deco-
ing.a small. quantity of dust. I assumed rated envelope from the North West
»that Johnson, a monkish' type, had félt Mounted Valise, 44 East Riding, Cherry
compelled to. sweep out his studio after Hill, New Jersey, containing (among
+it-had. bee contammated by my ahen /many other things) a stick'of Wrigley’s
ind’ T ~.spearmint chewing gum, a hospital form
1o be filled out by an Expectant Mother,
.and an adverpsement that read: “Bravos
"are’a revolutionary smoking product.
They contain no tobacco, no nicotine
+ and are made of lettuce leaves . . . You
- will notice a gradual decline in your
aving for a cigarette . . .”
”D A letter from Ray Johnson say-
‘Andy ‘Warhol said’ he wanted to
uoted .38 saying ‘Ray Johnson'’s let-
18, are entertaining.’ ”
| A huge: card postmarked Chlcago
ing: “Dear;Friend: due to ever in-
creasing production costs and a multi-
ple of ‘other reasons, the FAT CITY soU-
INER, PLASTIC POSTCARD COMPANY finds
itself rggretfully forced to suspend op-
erations indefinitely . . .»
S ‘;.]j A letter from A.M. Jones, Gen-
/. eral 'Delivery, Supai, Arizona, enclosifig
e the' notice of a 10-cent refund paid by
Mountain States Telephone to Albert
M., Fing, 25 Curtis Road, Revere, Mas-
chusetts, who had lost a dime in a
coin-operated telephone.. -
A Phqtostated montage from Ray
ohnson of spart’of an article on him in
Fi msh 1 gazmc (Iohnson is ‘of Fm-

A couple of months ago Ray John—
~son-told me he was having an-exhibi-
tion of his collages at the Feigen Gal-
 lery starting February 17,:and"1 said I
would hke 10, write 'an. artwle about

tuntemattomaksi taiteilijaksi’ . ..”

On Christmas Eve I received an en-
velope from the Museum of Modern
Art containing nothing at all, and I
found myself wondering whether MoMA
had joined the Nycs. In fact, I was no
longer sure what was or what wasn’t a
communication from the Nycs—it
might be one of their objectives to sur-
round all mail with mystery. However,
I was begmnmg to find the, joke wear-
ing a bit thin. Although David Bourdon
maintains that every enclosure has a-
message and a meaning, the choice of
materials sent me seemed for the most
part purely arbitrary (although Roslyn,
L.I., was fairly simple, and I finally fig-
ured out Nags Head), a whimsical way
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o Ray Johnson likes to tell 1nterv1ewers
- “that he was born in Idaho, Potato, or,
A alternatively, Birthmark, North Dakota.
He was born in Detroit and studied with
< Josef Albers ‘at famed Black Mountain
. College: at the same time as Robert
' Rauschenberg and John Cage All three
" descended on New 'York-in the fifties,

g splash it was partly due to’ hxs own reti-
“cence.’ Setting _himself up in a $31-a-
+ month studio on Suffolk Street, he start-

- ed the NYCS, whose members are elected
: .(and sometimes e]ected) solely on his.
''say-so: At the ‘same time Johnson was -

" ‘making small collages for sale. Refusing
‘all, gallery offers, he hawked his wares

himself in a cardboard box contammg v

- precisely 100 collages, tied. together in
/" bundles of 25 and selling for $100 each.
- “Like packages of money,” Johnson ex-
plains.. “I felt I was ‘carrying around

- $10,000. ‘It was a Happening, really.”

When Johnson called.on a prospective

. buyer he spread his wares out on a

“table,” which

.butif Johnson didn’t make the same .

tor Richard L1ppold
have a one-man €

ning of the Warhol s ootmg prompted & big 1i
my moving from: the city one hour ston’s i
away to an old whlte farmhouse with a -

ontains, within
f one of Jill John-

ohnson, deadpan
-letter the complete

£ who once pamted
turnmg into’ boots—or
g English pop.sculp-,
Vrecently reproduced




